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RECEPTION OF MESSAGE

Only Faint Applause Follows the
Reading of the Document.

REFERRED TO A COMMITTEE

Hnili' AnUn if the
JllchNUK'v I Accompanied 1y Any of
llie Diplomatic Correspondence.
It Ik Sent to tlie I'oroin Annirs
Committee.

The reading of the message occupied
Jvst forty mlnuto. Applae. net at all
vociferous, feewed the clerk's last
word.

Representative Bailey arose to inquire
if the PreaMent had submitted Mi- - of the
diplomatic correspondence.

He wafe answered in the negative. "With-

out a dUwonttag voice the maMc was
then referred to the Committee en For-
eign Affairs. pursuant to a nrevlou. mo-

tion of M r. Adams, acting chairman of
the ceramlttae.

Disorder at once prevailed in the
Houee.

The members where not aetoy. htit aim-- .
1'lv docMned to dfcauay ait) interest in
minor business.

The absence of any excitement ar out-
break of great anptaase cither m the
galleries or oh the fleer, was the moot
Ftrlkiog feature of the da'.

miring the reading of the meaaaaje Rep-

resentative Grosvonor. of OM, buried
himodlf in J lie depths of a newnpaper and
pve literally ho heed to the voice of the
clerk.

Others on the Republican side dietnayed
Indifference to a Mke degree, but en the
Democratic side every member fct iH
wrant and intense attention.

The House Committee on Foreign Re-

lations was granted the right to ait con-
tinuously during fcotwios of the Heuee
on the subject of tiic Prosifient's moaBaare
and Its recommendations will be taken
up without delay.

At 1VM the readtmr of the message was
concluded in the Senate.

Mr. Davie then moved that the mes-
sage be referred to the Foreign nota-
tions Committee.

Senator Mason.gave notice that at the
proper time he would offer a resotiNieH
for Cuban ind epend enee.

benutor Butler'ef North CaroHaa declar-
ed in a speech that the message wa a
rrewt disappointment to the American
people. It never was meant, he charged,
to bring abeut the independence of Cuba.

Mr. Duller said later that he would have
more to say. He then offered a resolu-
tion to the effect that the destruction of
the Maine vm an act of war on the part
of Spain, and that Cuba's independence
is recognized.

The resolution domande also that the
President Hse the land and naval forces
of the. United States to avenge the death
of the Maine victims and to drive Spain
off this continent.

At 1:10 p. m.. the Senate adjourned.

Insane ftti(tM Qucr Action.
Chicago, April 11. William Gelster, oS

"Wiikosbarre. Pa., became insane wMIc
a guest of Conroy's Hotel, on State Street
yesterday and threw a wushstand, wash-
bowl, pitcher and part of the bed of his
room through the window. He was lock-
ed up at the detention hospital.
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The message was received coldly by all
except the Administration allies. Five
minutes after the reading was concluded
the corridors were filled with angry rep-

resentatives from both sides of the House.
Indignation meetings were held in every
corner of the House corridors.

"What do youvthink of the message?"
Representative Bailey of Texas was
asked.

"Don't ask me," he replied. "I just
smile. I can afford to smile because it
isn't serious."

Representative Lentz was interviewed
by a Times reporter.

'Vhat vill your side of the House do?
Will you now carry an Independence res-

olution over the President's head?"
"What we want," replied Mr. Lentz, "is

a recognition of the independence of Cuba.
Nothing short of that will receive our
sanction.

"Irl the first place, McKInley misrepre-

sented the American people when he sent
the Maine to Havana. But when It was
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blown up by Spanish treachery our duty
was to recognize Cuban independence.

"If we delay such action longer, why
then.just that much longer we are making
dough-face- s of ourselves. In his message
McKinley quotes Jackson for precedent.
If an American seaman had lost an arm
through like treachery the independence
of Cuba would have been instantly re-

cognized had Jackson sat In the chair."
The "prop" applause that follq,wed tho

reading of the message came exclu-
sively from the Republican sldo. of the
House, and was not unanimous even
there. It reminded one of a bevy of
"gallery gods" trying to win favor for
a poor actor at so much per each burst
of applause.

Republicans and Democrats agree that
the message is wishy-wash- y, and has Its
clouded purpose in the Interest of delay.
Indignation grows lth each succeeding
hour. Influence is being brought to bear
on the Foreign Affairs Commltteo1 to have
it delay action for a day or two. There is
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15.25 per 2,240, delivered, Gayton stove,
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liable to be a bolt at almost any min-

ute.
The situation is approaching a swift and

certain climax. "

The opinion everywhere expressed, Js

that the message Itself is patriotic in tone,
but that the codicil flamns the entire
G.OOO words of it to Its own level of a
call for, lime and a hopethat Spain will
acclmplished something of her own ef-

fort. , I l
Tho President says ir the message "the

war must cease." He'says in the codicil
that if the armistice-pla- succeeds Ameri-
ca should be satisfied.: The only possible
interpretation of this is that Mr. McKIn- -

ley desires Congress to wait for a trial
of Spain's new bluff.

People read the message as they stood
on street corners, and their faces lighted
with enthusiasm at portions of it When
they reached the last two paragraphs
they gave vent to hot maledictions on the
Administration that could so back doWn
on account of so palpable a ruse, and
there were fierce assertions that tho whole
message was a game of play to the gal- -
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leries in order that the last paragraphs
might be received with better grace.

It Is very evident that the Administra-
tion Is still for peace at any price.

Congress will act on the message. It
will not be governed in the slightest de-

gree by the backdown. This opinion Is
expressed by congressmen and the people
almost unanimously.

Congress may even be hurried by the
pusillanimous last paragraph to fierce ac-

tion. There Is general hope that a
stralghtout declaration of war will be the
result.

When tho early part of the message
was rend people repeated this' joke:

"On Easter Sunday we said 'we won't
do a thing to Morro,' and that's no lie."

As they read the last disgraceful lines
they ceased to joke.

Tho Cabinet met this morning early to
see the messago go to Congress. It was
stated by them that there was nothing
else under consideration.

, Cnpt. Brant Sued by Mi "Wife.
New Vorkj April 11. Mrs. Grace Paulding

Brant, of Xe. l&i West Ninety-fift- Street, has
bejrun salt for a separation from Capt. Louis
Philip Brant, of the First United fctatcs In-

fantry, and alimony. Capt. Brant was stationed
at the Prwldio, San Francisco, until a few days
ago, and papers In the case were forwarded to
California two weeba aco. He has sued for an
absolute divorce in California.
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President McKinley tranmltted his
message to Congress ex-

actly at noon today. It read as follows:
To the Couktcns of the United Mates:

Obedient to that precept of the Con-

stitution which commands the Presi-

dent to give from time to time to the
Congress information of the state of
the Union, and to reommend to their
consideration such measures as he
shall judge necessary and expedient, it
becomes my duty now to address your
body with regard to the graVe crisis
that has arisen in the relations or the
United States to Spain by rason of the

4 warfare that for more tharA.three years
has raged in the neighboring Island of
Cuba. I do so because of the intimate
connection of the Cuban question with
the state of our own Union and the
grave relation the course which it is
npw incumbent upon the nation to
adopt must needs bear to the tradition
al policy of our Government if it is to
accord with the precepts laid down by

the founders of the republic and reli-

giously observed by succeeding admin-

istrations to the present day.
The present revolution is but the suc-

cessor of other similar insurrections
which have occurrred In Cuba against
the dominion of Spaln extending over
a period 'Of nearly half a century, each
of which, during its progress, has sub-

jected the United States to great effort
and expense in enforcing its neutrality
laws, caused enormous losses to Amer-

ican trade and commerce, caused irri-

tation, annoyance and disturbance
among our citizens, and by the exercise
of cruel, barbarous and uncivilized
practices of warfare, shocked the sen-

sibilities and offended the humane sym-

pathies of our people.
Cuba "Hade Desolate.

Since the present revolution began, in
February, 1895, this country has seen

the fertile domain at our threshold
ravaged by fire and sword in the
course of a struggle unequaled in the
history of the island and rarely paral-

leled as to 'the number of the com-

batants and the bitterness of the con-

test by any revolution of modern times
where a dependent people, striving- to
be free, have been opposed by the pow-

er of the sovereign state. Our people

have beheld a once prosperous commu-

nity reduced to comparative want, its
lucrative commerce virtually paralyzed,

its exceptional productiveness diminish-

ed, its fields laid waste, its mills In

ruins, and Its people perishing by tens
of thousands from hunger and destitu-

tion. "We have found ourselves con-

strained, in the observance of that
strict neutrality which our laws enjoin

and which the law of nations com-

mands, to police .our own waters and
watch our own seaports in prevention
of any unlawful act in aid of the

Our trade has suffered; the cap-

ital invested by our citizens in Cuba has
been largely lost,, and the temper and
forbearance of our people have been so
sorely tried as to beget a perilous unrest
among our own citizens, which has In-

evitably found its expression from time
to time in the national legislature, so
that issues wholly external to our own
body politic engross attention and
stand in the way of that c!os.e devotion
to domestic advancement that becomes
a commonwealth whose
primal maxim has been the avoidance
of all foreign entanglements. All this
must needs awaken and has indeed
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aroused the utmost concern the part
of this Government, as wM tterfctg-- my.
predecessor's term as In my own.

paln ICcfnses Friendly Oiilces.
In April. M0J. the evil from wMe r

country suffered throagn to Cuban wnr
became so onerou that wy nradacaavor
made an effort to brtejc ah t a Mc
through the mottuuioa of (fete Smm am- -
ment la any way that iiiIbwI Mart an
honorable adjustment of tho contact
between Spain and her revolted colony.
on the baels of some effective aeneate e

for Cuoa nnnor )bo nan
and sovereignty of St a n. It failed tnroogh
the refusal of tito Syanfeh. government.
then In power to dononlar any firm of)

mediation er indeed any plan of sttl&nent!t
which did net begin with tho acroal smo- -

mission of the tnsaraonts to the mother
country, and then only on sack terms ae
Spoin herself might see St to grant. Th
wnr eon tinned nnasMed. The rooletaaea
of the insurgents was In no wteo MmHa- -
fc)hed.

AVork of Devastation.
The efforts of Spain were mtrangad,

both by the dtopntch of fresa testes to
Cuba and by the addition to tho hovrefts

of the strife of a new and inhuman phneni

happily unprecedented hi tho modern his-

tory of etvHhsed Christian peonies. Tnoj

poliey of devasttattoR ami concentration,
Inaugurated by the captain general's ban-d- o

ofOctober 21, M64. in the province et
Pinar del Rio. was thence emended to

embrace all of the island to which the
power of the Spanish axnts was aWo to
reach by occupation or toy military oper

ations. The peasantry. Including all
dwelling in the open aaTtcnltnral interior,
were driven Into the garrison towns er h- -
lated places hehl by the troops. The Bao-

jing and movement o provhnoas of ail
kinds were Interdleted. Tho Holds weee

laid waste, dwellings unroofed and nved,

mills destroyed, and, te short everything

that could desolate the land and render It
unfit for human habitation or support was
commanded by one or tho other of the
contending parties, and executed toy all

the powers at their disposal.

KeNuIt of Concentration.
By the time the present Adwintotrntian

took office n year ago. reeooeentnUfen
so, culled had been made effective over

the better part of the Jour central and
western provinces, Santa Clara, Matnn-za- s,

Havana and Pinar del Rto. The
agricultural population, to the estimated
number of 3C9.W9 er more, was horded
within the towns and their immediate
vicinage, deprived of the moans of sup-

port, rendered destitute of shelter. loft
poorly clad, and exposed to tho most un-

sanitary conditions. As the scarcity of
food increased with the devastation ef
the depopulated areas of production, des-

titution and want became misery and
starvation. Month by month the death'
rate Increased is an alarming ratio.

1897. according to conservative- - es-

timates from official Spanish sources,
the mortality among th? reeoncaatrado?,
from starvation and tha diseases thereto
Incident, exceeded 50 per centum ef their
total number. Xo practical relief was
accorded to the destitute. The evorbur-dene- d

towns, already suffering from tho
general dearth, could srve no aid.

"zones of civilisation" established
within the Immediate arett ef effec-

tive military control about the dies and
fortified camps proved lUueory as a rem-

edy for the suffering. The unfortunate,
being for the most part women and chil-

dren with aged and helpless men, enfee-

bled by disease and hunger, could not
have tilled the soil, without tools, seed or
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